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SUB-INSPECTOR HELD FOR 
IMPERSONATION
A 30-year-old excise sub-inspector was arrest-
ed on charges of impersonation. He was 
caught writing exams on Sunday for a friend 
for the post of a reserve sub-inspector in the 
Karnataka State Reserve Police (KSRP) at RC 
College in High Grounds police limits.  After 
being produced before a magistrate, the ac-
cused was remanded in judicial custody. If 
convicted, the accused could even be dis-
missed from service. The police have identi-
fied the accused as 30-year-old TN Srinivas, a 
sub-inspector of the excise department in the 
BTM Layout division. He was caught writing 
the exam for BC Pradeep Kumar. “When the 
inspector checked Srinivas’s thumb impres-
sion with a biometric device, he found that it 
did not match with that of the candidate who 
was listed. He was handed over to the High 
Grounds police,” an officer told BM.

CRC CHIEF TALKS TO BOYS 
ABUSED IN HOSAKOTE
The three boys who were stripped and beat-
en at Hosakote on Thursday met Kripa Alva, 
chairperson of the child rights commission 
on Monday. Alva spoke to the victims in de-
tail and recorded their statements. A notice 
to the Hosakote police seeking explanation 
as to why there was a delay in registering a 
complaint has also been issued. Three po-
licemen including a sub-inspector have 
been suspended for dereliction of duty for 
the delay. Meanwhile, the police arrested 
two more accused, identified as Nooruddin 
and Asif, the main accused in the case. 

5 HURT IN SERIAL ACCIDENT 
NEAR HALASAHALLI GATE
Rash and negligent driving by an Innova driver 
led to a serial accident on National Highway 75 
near Halasahalli Gate in Hoskote on Monday. 
The five vehicles involved in the accident were 
an Innova, Tractor, Wagon R, Tata Ace and a Can-
tor. The vehicles rammed into each other and hit 
an Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport Corpo-
ration bus and caused major damage to it. The 
passenger in the Innova was severely injured. 
Four others survived minor injuries. 
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In mourning
Students of Baldwins Boys’ High School on 
Monday paid tribute to Raunak Banerjee 
who committed suicide on Wednesday. “We 
will assist the police and parents in 
whichever way possible,” Dinakar Wilson, 
the principal of the school, said

A 32-year-old Ugandan 
woman was pushed from the 
third floor of a building in 
Kothanur after she refused to 
be a part of an alleged prosti-
tution racket in which her 
friends were involved.

Fouzianan Tume had 
come to Bengaluru a month 
ago to find a job. 

Two weeks ago, the 
32-year-old asked for finan-
cial help from two people, 
Faridha Chidabo, said to be 

native of Nigeria, and Vicky, 
whose identities are yet to be 
verified. The two had prom-
ised to help her find a job. 

They also agreed to lend 
her some money on the con-
dition of mortgaging her 
passport. Tume agreed and 
handed over her passport to 
them. On Sunday night, 
Tume met Chidaho and Vicky 
a t  the i r  r e s idence  in 
Chennappa Layout and 
repeatedly asked for her pass-
port back as she was facing 
difficulties in the city and 
wanted to go back to her 
country. 

But, to her shock, Vicky 

and Chidaho allegedly 
refused to return her passport. 
Instead, they asked her to get 
into prostitution and said 
they would pay her more 
money. Tume did not agree to 
this leading to an argument. 

Soon things got out of 

hand and Chidaho and Vicky, 
in a fit of rage, pushed Tume 
out of an open window in 
their third-floor apartment 
early on Monday.

Tume suffered injuries on 
her right hand. The police 
have launched a manhunt for 
the duo, who are on run. 

“Fouzianan is undergoing 
treatment in Curtis Hospital 
and we have registered a case 
under section 326 (voluntar-
ily causing grievous hurt by 
dangerous weapons or 
means) of the IPC. We have 
started our investigation to 
hunt down both Faridha and 
Vicky,” a police official said.
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Tume’s friends 
refused to return her 
passport unless she 
got into prostitution; 
when she refused 
they pushed her

Bengaluru realtors seem to be making 
a beeline to the income tax depart-
ment to make good their undisclosed 
income and assets. The recently intro-
duced Income Declaration Scheme 
(IDS), which kicked in from June 1, has 
had a good take-off in the city consid-
ering that Karnataka stands third 
nationally as far as income tax revenue 
collection is concerned.

To bring undisclosed income and 
assets to the books, and turn black 
money into white, the Union govern-
ment introduced the IDS where 
Indians with undeclared income and 
assets can regularise their records by 
paying a tax of 45 per cent. Once 
declared, this scheme gives immunity 
from prosecution and inquiry with 
absolutely “no questions asked.” In 
May, the scheme got the presidential 
nod.

During the normal course, the tax 
paid is up to 30 per cent, while under 
the IDS, it is 45 per cent of the declared 
income/asset — 30 per cent tax, and 
7.5 per cent each of surcharge and pen-
alty.

With Bengaluru being a huge tax 
garner for the country, the local I-T 
sleuths are already sitting with a well 
prepared inventory on such defaulters. 
“Since last month, nearly 100-150 
returns are being filed daily under the 
new scheme. We have a good database 
of the tax-evaders and are expecting 
them to voluntarily disclose their 
undeclared incomes and assets before 
the scheme ends. If failed, the depart-
ment will move action against the err-
ing individuals/companies and the 
penalty then collected would be abys-
mally high,” a senior income tax 
department official, who is coordinat-
ing the scheme, told Bangalore Mirror.

As per last year’s revision, the pen-
alty on defaults stood at a whopping 
300 per cent plus tax — which means, 
for example, for an undeclared income 
of `100, the penalty is ̀ 300 with tax.

Basing on their inventory, the I-T 
sleuths are expecting a major chunk of 
tax inflow from the realty sector, fol-
lowed by manufacturing (mining 
being the prime industry), trading, 
medical, software services (from sub-
contractors who come up with bogus 
bills and factitious entries), interna-
tional transactions et al.

However, it is in the realty sector, 
according to sources, where ‘black’ 
transactions rule the roost. Citing the 
modus operandi, another officer 
explained: “Over the last 10 years, with 

boom in the software industry, the city 
has seen a spurt in high-end residential 
properties, which have components of 
black and white transactions. If an 
apartment is ̀ 1 crore, 40 per cent is its 
disclosed value and the rest is cash 
which is black money. There is an 
inbuilt mechanism to conceal exact 
value. We expect realty industry to vol-
unteer and disclose the actual incomes 
and assets.”

For asset declaration, the fair mar-
ket value as on June 1, 2016 is taken 
into consideration. The under-assess-
ments are cross-checked, with the 
sleuths physically inspecting and con-
ducting property valuation and due 
diligence of the title records.

Under the scheme, the immunity 
so achieved is — assets declared are 
exempt from wealth tax; no scrutiny/
prosecution under Income Tax Act or 
Wealth Tax Act; immunity from 
Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act 
subject to certain conditions and abso-
lute confidentiality with “no questions 
asked about the source of income and 
also source of source.” While declara-
tion and returns to be filed before 
September 30, tax, surcharge and pen-
alty have to be paid before November-
end.

Karnataka is the third-largest reve-
nue earner from income tax to the 
central kitty — first being Mumbai — 
which stood at ̀ 96,000 crore last year; 
followed by Delhi — at around 
`90,000 crore; and Karnataka at 
`77,000 crore.

MANGALURU  E a r l y  l a s t 
month, Vidya Vinutha 
D’Souza, 35, was zipping 
through the morning traffic 
on a two-wheeler. It was rain-
ing and she hadn’t ridden in a 
long time. She could almost 
hear her brother-in-law’s dis-
approval. He had taught her 
well about the dangers of rid-
ing in the rain. But with a 
hundred errands on her mind, 
she couldn’t help herself. She 
just had to get to St Aloysius 
College as soon as possible.

Vidya (in pic), an assistant 
professor of social work, was 
on Balmatta Road when she 
applied the brakes. But her 
bike, instead of slowing down, 
skidded. Before she even real-
ised what was happening, she 
was on the ground and the 
bike was on her. Her head had 
hit the ground, but the helmet 
saved her.

Passersby rushed to help 
her up, parked her vehicle on 
the side, got a chair for her 
from a shop nearby and gave 
her water. “I could not speak. 

I was trembling and my legs 
hurt badly,” she recalled.

It was then that an auto 
driver helped her into his 
autorickshaw, took her to a 
hospital and even eased her 
onto the bed, even as most of 
the hospital staff stood there 
as spectators. He asked for her 
phone and called her family 
members from his phone. 
When he rece ived no 
response, he tried reaching 
her colleagues. At last, one of 
them picked up and rushed to 
the hospital.  

“As soon as he saw that my 
colleague had arrived, he left 
without saying a word. I had 
not even asked his name. 
Didn’t even get a chance to 
say thank you,” said Vidya, a 
mother of two.

Her injuries healed in time 
but Vidya couldn’t forget the 
auto driver who came to her 
rescue, and wished she could 
express her gratitude to him 
somehow. “I kept wondering 
how to reach him,” she said.

After almost two weeks of 
bed rest, she suddenly remem-
bered one day that the driver 
had tried calling her husband 
from the hospital. She imme-
diately checked the missed 
call list and found the num-
ber.

When she called him, he 
introduced himself as Mithun 
Bangera. “He told me that he 
had visited the hospital the 
next day to check how I was 
doing and was told that I was 
discharged the previous even-
ing. I asked him if he was on 
Facebook, where I expressed 
my gratitude,” she said.

Vidya says she is glad she 
finally got the chance to say 
the pending ‘thank you’.

Years after a diary maintained by 
Karapudi Mahesh, a close aide of min-
ing baron and former minister G 
Janardhana Reddy, exposed the neta-
babu nexus in the illegal mining scam 
that rocked the state, another diary that 
has found its way to the Lokayukta 
police is threatening to rock the ruling 
Congress party.

The diary that was found during 
raids on a company, Vrushabadri 
Constructions, on Thursday reportedly 
has some explosive information on an 
influential minister in the Congress and 
a party MLA.

The diary has emerged as one of the 
conclusive evidences against the MLA, 
the fake bill scam and a tale of workers 
who turned owners of Vrushabadri 
Constructions overnight, throwing 
light on an alleged benami link to the 
MLA. Lokayukta police wing sources 
said the diary and the findings have 
tightened the noose around the MLA. 
Sleuths are trailing behind irregularities 
and a fake billing scam with regard to 
works carried in and around 
Rajarajeshwarinagar, the sources said.

A DIARY, AN MLA AND A MINISTER
The diary, said to be written by one 
Jairam MR, whose residence was also 
raided last week, has details on kick-
backs paid for favours received in the 
fake billing scam, with names, a source 
told Bangalore Mirror. 

Of those who have received kick-
backs, name of an MLA with ‘PA’ in 
bracket, who is also a minister, has been 
written attributing it to his PA. This per-
tains to some work near Mehkri Circle, 
sources said. “Jairam had been main-
taining the diary. It’s no less than 
Karadpudi Mahesh’s diary. The diary 
details several names of officials and 
people who were being paid kickbacks 
by the company involved in irregulari-
ties. Names of one assistant commis-
sioner of police and two DySps of CID 
have also been mentioned. Besides this, 
there is the name of the minister’s PA to 
whom `6 lakh has been reportedly paid 
for a favour in a work near Mekhri 
Circle,” the source told Mirror.

Further, the diary throws light on 
murky transactions of the MLA and 
other accused, sources said. 

The MLA, who is under scanner in 
the scam, was earlier a contractor before 

becoming corporator. Two people 
named Ramesh and Venkat Ratna 
worked under him. However, after he 
became a corporator five years ago for 
the first time, he made those who 
worked in his company as owners of the 
company, Vrushabadri Constructions, 
as he could not technically bid for civil 
works and contracts under BBMP.

In his diary, Jairam has written cer-
tain details that establish the MLA’s role 
in the company, said sources.

“The diary details links between the 
MLA and the company under scanner. 
The company is involved in fake billing 
and certain financial transactions show 
that the revenue flowed from the com-
pany to the MLA on several occasions 
including a marriage in the MLA’s 
household. This is a conclusive evidence 
in hand,” the source added. The details 
of the diary and findings have been 
studied, resulting in vital physical evi-
dence in the case, sources added.

BOGUS BILLING PROVED
Further, bogus bills have been raised and 
funds claimed vis-a-vis 11 works that 
the company has claimed to have exe-
cuted. When the technical wing of the 
BBMP visited the works during the 
probe, the works were shown as com-
pleted and bills have been claimed, but 
nothing existed on the ground, sources 
said. “These works will be measured by 
the team in the last leg and a detailed 
final report will be filed. Those named 
to have received kickbacks — including 
the MLA’s PA [as the MLA’s name has 
been mentioned] — will be summoned 
and questioned. The role of senior offic-
ers will be ascertained,” the source 
explained.  

An auto driver became 
her guardian angel
It took a while, but 35-year-old Vidya eventually tracked down the 
man who came to her rescue on the day of her scooter accident
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HOW IT ALL STARTED
It all started with raids by a team of
Lokayukta police city wing officers under 
then SP BA Mahesh in December 2014. 
The sleuths had seized over 810 files from 
a house in Malleshwaram. This had 
opened a Pandora’s Box. The police wing 
had been probing massive irregularities 
running into several crores with regard to 
roads works, asphalting, and other public 
works besides bogus billing, forging docu-
ments, irregularities in tender process, 
execution of work and sanctioning of 
funds. However, the diary and raids have 
made the case with regard to works in Ra-
jarajeshwarinagar a water-tight case.

Realtors scurry to 
clean dirty money
Builders are taking advantage of the recently launched Income Declaration Scheme 

� The penalty on defaults stand at 
300 per cent plus tax 

� I-T sleuths expect a major chunk of 
tax inflow from the realty sector, 
followed by manufacturing (mining 
being the prime industry), trading, 
medical, software services (from 
sub-contractors who come up with 
bogus bills and factitious entries), 
international transactions et al

� Karnataka is the third-largest rev-
enue earner from income tax to 
the central kitty — first being 
Mumbai — which stood at ̀ 96,000 
crore last year; followed by Delhi 
— at around ̀ 90,000 crore; and 
Karnataka at ̀ 77,000 crore

BLACK TRANSACTIONS 
RULE THE ROOST

Delhi flight 
delayed after 
tyre damage 
Damage to a tyre of Air 
Asia India’s Airbus A320 
at the parking bay after 
l a n d i n g  a t  t h e 
Kempegowda interna-
t ional  a irport  here 
delayed its departure to 
New Delhi on Monday, 
the low-cost airline said. 

“Return flight to New 
De lh i  depa r t ed  a t 
12.44pm after engineer-
ing and safety teams 
reviewed the damage and 
rectified the defect,” the 
arrier said in a statement 
in Bengaluru.

The air l ine staf f 
informed the passengers 
about the delay at the air-
port. 

The budget carrier is a 
$ 3 0 - m i l l i o n  I n d o -
Malaysian joint venture 
of AirAsia Berhad (49 
per cent), Tata Sons 
(30  per  cent )  and 
Telstra Tradeplace (21 per 
cent).

| Kushala.Satyanarayana
@timesgroup.com

TWEETS @skushalaMirror

The city has seen a 
spurt in residential 
properties, which have 
components of black 
and white transactions

–An officer


